Minneapolis Meditation Group
A BRIEF HISTORY
In the fall of 1927, Paramahansa
Yogananda electrified Twin Cities
audiences with a soul-rousing message. For a solid month, he lectured
nightly to sold-out auditoriums of
thousands on the body and soul
benefits of meditation and inner
communion.
Attendees inspired by Yogananda’s
lectures and teachings formed the
Minneapolis Meditation Group of
Self-Realization Fellowship.

Paramahansa Yoganada with Minneapolis Students in 1927

More than 600 people attended the first meeting in October 1927. For many years, the Minneapolis
Center was one of the strongest in the country. In 1965, the group disbanded as attendance waned, but
this setback only paved the way for a new and stronger group to emerge a decade later.
The first meeting of the reformed Minneapolis Meditation Group took place in March 1976. Over the
next three decades, the group not only survived but thrived, outgrowing a number of locations before
realizing a long-held dream of purchasing its own building, a former Spanish Ecumenical Baptist
church in south Minneapolis, in 2006.

After six years of building, landscape and design improvements, the Minneapolis Meditation Group
Center is now a shining testament to the strong and enduring relationship between dedicated members
and their beloved Guru. Devotees from all over the Twin Cities come together each week for inspirational services, meditation and fellowship.
Your prayers, friendship and monetary support help us to be faithful stewards of this beautiful and
spiritually vibrant Center and preserve it for the benefit of future generations of devotees.

Minneapolis Meditation Group
BUILDING FUND APPEAL
To All Minneapolis Meditation Group (MMG) Members and Friends:
The MMG Building Fund, managed by Mother Center, is used to pay our monthly church loan payment. This fund is solely replenished by donations from MMG members and friends, and occasionally
by the MMG group as funds allow. Your loving donations have made it possible for us to occupy our
first permanent church location in the 85-year history of the MMG. Currently, we have a year's worth of
reserve funds remaining in the Building Fund, and current donations to the MMG Building Fund are not
adequate to replenish the Building Fund going forward. In order to continue to meet the funding needs
of our building, we need the continued support of all of our MMG devotee members and friends. If you
have the means, and it would not cause you hardship, will you consider serving Master's work here by
pledging regular donations for our Building Fund? Master's work continues to thrive in Minneapolis
only because of the volunteerism and material support you freely give.
Our goal is to collect $1,700 in monthly donations for the Building Fund (That equates to 50 devotees
donating ~$35 per month). MMG will plan on donating an additional $500 to meet the monthly loan
payment. If all goes well, our loan will be paid off in 8 years.
Note: The Building Fund donations that you are being asked to consider will be above and beyond the
regular donations you make to MMG.
1. Prepaid stamped envelopes - These envelopes are already stamped and addressed to SRF for your
convenience. They are available in the main chapel, bookroom and foyer of the church. All you
need to do is pick up an envelope, enclose a check written to 'Self-Realization Fellowship' (with
'Minneapolis Building Fund' written in the memo section) and mail it.
2. Set up direct regular payments from your bank account - Automated payments are very easy to
set up. All you need to do is set up SRF as a payee (address: 3880 San Rafael Avenue, Los Angeles,
CA 90065-3219 USA) indicate 'Minneapolis Building Fund' in the memo section, and specify the
amount you would like to donate on a regular basis. The amount will be remitted to SRF on the date
of the month you specify. This approach is very simple - once set up, the bank takes care of sending
the payments at no extra charge.
3. Donate during regular services - You can write checks to SRF indicating 'Minneapolis Building
Fund' on the memo and place the checks in the collection basket during weekly services. The council treasurer will mail these checks directly to Mother Center.
In order to track our progress, we ask that you fill out the following pledge form with the understanding
that your pledge is completely voluntary and may be changed at any time. Donations to the MMG
Building Fund are tax deductible. Thank you for your help! Your generous donations will help MMG to
continue making its loan payments and enable our group to steadfastly accumulate the 'honey in the
hive'.
If you have any questions regarding the Minneapolis Meditation Group Building Fund, please contact
any MMG council member or send an email to srfminneapolis@yahoo.com.
In Master's Service
MMG Council Members

Minneapolis Meditation Group
BUILDING FUND PLEDGE FORM
If you would like to help support the Minneapolis Meditation Group Building Fund, please
complete this form and mail it to the address below or place it in the Group’s collection basket
the next time you attend one of our services.
Minneapolis Meditation Group
Attn: Treasurer
112 W 43rd Street
Minneapolis, MN 55409
I would like to help support the MMG Building Fund by pledging (please check one):
____$ 10 every month
____$ 25 every month
____$100 every month
____$ ______ every month

____$______ (Other ___________)

I understand that this pledge is completely voluntary and may be changed at any time.
Name _________________________________________________
If you have any questions regarding the Minneapolis Meditation Group Building Fund, please
contact any MMG council member.
Thank you for your support of Master’s work.

Our guru once wrote the following to a center leader:
“All those who are interested in the work are personally taken care of by me.
I have placed you in the care of my personal love.
I will do my utmost to help you to carry on here and in the beyond.”

